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A huge THANK YOU to all the Friends of the Museum
from 70 households/businesses/memorials
who directed a targeted donation to the Spring 2022 PAINTING PROJECT.

AGRACEL * Sandra ALTHOFF * William and Jane AUSTIN * Barbara BARNES * Allen
and Tammy BIRCH * BURKLAND'S FLORISTS & GIFTS * R. Van and Glenda BOGAN *
Gwendolyn BOONE * Glen BOWER * Helen BOYER * Betty BROWN * Barbara
BRUMMER * Michael DASENBROCK Memorial * Shirley DUNNETT * Jerry and Jeannie
EIDENT * Milton ELEFSON * Janet ENGBRING * Mary Ellen EVERSMAN * Marilyn
FOSTER * Jim and Doris GARTNER * Judy GRAHAM * Ann GRANT * Ted and Edna
GRAVENORST * Anne HARRISON * Liz HENKELMAN * Ann HESS * Marilyn
HEUERMAN * Chuck and Susan HOELSCHER * Deborah HOLMES * Martin HUTMACHER
* Fred and Kendra JOHNSON * Frank and Ann KABBES * Paul and Kay KOERNER *
Doris and Charles KUHLMAN * Marge LANCASTER * Phil and Jerri LEWIS * Charles and
Karen LUCHTEFELD * Betty & Kevin LYNCH * Bonnie MELLENDORF * George and Linda
MITCHELL * Bob and Stacey METTE * Steve MILLER * Larry and Pat MILLEVILLE *
Helen NICCUM * Linda PACKER * Janet PAGEL * Steve and Marlene PICKETT * Deanne
RODGERS * Jane and Darrell ROZEK * Linda SCHMIDT * Roy and Nancy SCHMIDT *
Shelia and James SIPES * Elaine SHOUSE * Richard SCHUMACHER * Norbert and Linda
SOLTWEDEL * Carol STALLING * Howard STEINQUIST * Michael STRANGE and Linda
WHITE * Ramon and Ruby TATE * Dona TEMPLE * Barbara TEGENKAMP * Mark and
Joan THIES * Roger and Kelly THOELE * Russ and Jo THOMAS * Marilyn THOMPSON *
Phil and Rita TOOPS * Linda VANALST * Sandi WERNSING * Clyde and Marilyn WINTER
* Terry and Linda YOUNGBLOOD
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of the Effingham County Museum is to preserve our Historic Register
structure, to collect artifacts from county history, and to use them to educate our local and
external communities, while immersed in the broader context of American history. Our
Vision is that the 1872 Effingham County Courthouse remains as an architectural gem
that instills a sense of community pride and provides a venue to educate and showcase the
history, art, and transportation of Effingham County. The parent organization for the
Effingham County Museum is the Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum
Association, Inc, which is a 501(c) 3 organization.

Usual hours March-December: Tuesday & Saturday: 10 AM - 2 PM
Other hours by special arrangement
Closed to the general public January-February, except for special programming
or by appointment
Accessibility
The museum is wheelchair accessible from the east side entrance just off the parking lot. Toilet
facilities that are wheelchair accessible can be found in the Gallery 1 of the first level and in the
Northwest corner of Level 2.
Collection Building
The scope of the Museum's collection is directed by its Mission Statement. Donations are accepted
of objects that relate directly to the Museum's mission of collecting materials and artifacts of
cultural and/or historical interest.

Board and Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Members at Large

Delaine Donaldson
Jane Ries
LoElla Baker
Allen Westendorf
Jerry Katz
Amy Gillespie
Linda Ruholl
Phil Lewis
Dr. Ruben Boyajian, Emeritus
CONTACT INFORMATION

Street address:
Mailing address:
Phone:
Editor email:
Web site:
Visit us on Facebook @:
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110 East Jefferson Ave., Effingham, IL
Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum
P.O. Box 324
Effingham, IL 62401
217-240-2471 (leave message if no answer)
ecmgrantwriter@gmail.com
www.effinghamcountymuseum.org
Effingham County Courthouse Effingham Ill
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Board Reports
Due to Covid-19, we have not been able to host General Meetings, so we are using this means to let you
know what we have been doing at Board Meetings to further the Mission of the Museum.

October 2021 board meeting
The Board:
Deferred consideration of the September minutes due to the Secretary's absence due to injury, and approved the treasurer's report.
Heard about the Hazardous Waste collection effort by the ECHD scheduled for Oct 16 @ the VSM parking lot.
Learned Jane Ries will add business contacts and codes to the binder she is assembling.
Planned for Discovery School's upcoming museum visit .
Heard a report about the September Corvette fest visit to the museum.
Heard specifics about the need to create a record when artifacts are moved from one area to another.,
Learned about the end of September start of the membership drive with 250 mailed invitations to renew.
Learned that Jane Ries added 23 new veteran profiles to the Veterans binders.
Heard about progress on current grant applications.
Learned of a recent financial donation for a memorial cabinet to be installed in Gallery 2.
Learned about the plan to add wiring in the basement.
Considered a proposal to declare a moratorium on new donations in order to facilitate cataloguing and accessions.
Considered proposed Structure Policies 5.4, 5.5 and 5.6, with revisions to 5.6.

November 2021 board meeting
The Board:
Approved the September and October minutes and the treasurer's report for October.
Heard that ECM did not participate in the Hazardous Waste Collection at VSM, but otherwise safely disposed of light bulbs.
Learned that the annual elevator inspection will take place Dec 9.
Heard that the Chamber of Commerce will have a Coffee & Connections event at ECM @ 7:00 AM on Dec 8.
Planned to set up the dome lift so Dr. Boyajian could start again on the mural.
Decided to restart the Historic Lecture series on 11/18, and heard about the speaker schedule.
Learned that the new outdoor rolling sign had arrived from U-Line.
Discussed furnace filter sizes and acquisition.
Considered proposed Structures Policies 5.7 and 5.8.
Discussed storage improvement.
Voted to declare an indefinite moratorium on accepting artifacts donations.
Heard that the membership drive had 223 paid up members as of Oct 30, from 151 households.
Learned that 51 households contributed to the 2022 painting project, with gifts ranging from $20 to $975 (mean gift-$114).
Were informed that Amanda Lessley was leaving the SEICF, and Alex Pleasant was replacing her as CEO

December 2021 board meeting
Meeting was chaired by the VP due to the absence of the President.
The Board:
Approved the November minutes and the treasurer's report.
Received the Treasurer's Budget Tracking to Date Report through November 2021.
Noted a communication from Direct Energy that was mailed to the Treasurer.
Prepared a Thank You card to Millie Lang in appreciation for her many years of work in prepping the EDN Museum Page.
Heard a report on the Coffee and Connections visit on Dec. 8.
Directed LoElla Baker to acquire two 2 ft x 3 ft. signs to insert into the recently acquired U-Line exterior rolling sign.
Heard a report on the status of the EOP related to the Knox box, in conjunction with the EFD.
Learned that wiring the basement had not yet commenced.
Received a written copy Jane Ries' plan to update accessions during the donation moratorium established in November.
Noted a request from Jane for student or other volunteer assistance in folding acid-free boxes when they arrive.
Heard about a request for collaboration from the Effingham Retired Volunteer Firefighter's Association.
Received a membership report of 245 paid up members as of Dec 11, with 61 contributions of $7990 to date for the painting project.
Reviewed page 1 of the January issue of History Matters!, due out mid-January.
Considered 2021 ECM Visitor Stats, and compared them to the national AASLH's 2021 Visitor's Report.
Reviewed and revised the final two proposed ECM Structures Policies (5.10, 5.11)
Reviewed the Landmarks Illinois grant response and recommended its invited January resubmission.
Learned that the Inspire! grant could not be submitted due to lack of an audit within the last three years.
Received a written proposal for the formation of a three-person Audit Committee.
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4th Quarter 2021 MUSEUM PAGES

Effingham County Museum historians create a new Museum Page every other week.
These are the columns from the October-November-December issues of the Effingham Daily News.
DELAINE DONALDSON
November 1, 2021

December 27, 2021

PHIL LEWIS
October 4, 2021

November 29, 2021

JANE RIES
October 18, 2021

December 13, 2021

LINDA RUHOLL
November 15, 2021
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L. H. Bissel, Advertising Genius
Delaine described the various paper based advertisements for Effingham's
turn-of-the-century Illinois School of Photography. This article is a potent
reminder that prior to the advent of social media, print media was the
prime source of information about American products and services.
The Multi-Faceted Life of Dr. Frank Wise Goddell
This article reviews the characteristics and life achievement of an early
20th century physician. His attainments and versatility stand out in an
era when medicine was in transition.

History of American Lunchboxes and Effingham County
Phil leads us on a nostalgic trip to school accompanied by our favorite
metal container to house the "take out lunch" we brought from home. The
influence of television is clear; Phil's collection highlights years ago
favorites like the Dukes of Hazard and the Flintstones.
Abraham Lincoln, Newton Bateman, Paul Selby and Effingham
County
This article is a review of several 19th century and early 20th century
Effingham County Histories, along with biographies of the men who
created these volumes, Paul Selby and Newton Batman.

Memories of Riding My Bike to Old Central School
Jane celebrates the new school year by reminiscing about the way her
journey to a bygone grade school was facilitated by her trusty bicycle and
enhanced on the way by a stop at the Thies' Grocery to get those lunch
time essentials.
Memories of Christmas in Effingham
These nostalgic stories and photographs are a gift to bring comfort, hope
and a little laughter. It is illustrated with an interesting variety of Loy
family photographs.
Effingham Ambulance Service: 1976 - 1984
Linda explores the trajectory and challenges of the first private
Effingham city-county ambulance service, including the context of
the era's evolving complexity, changes in state and national regulations,
and increased demand for mobile medical care.
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Historic Lectures Resume
as coordinated by LoElla Baker

2021-2022 Series
Lecture # 1 - November 18, 2021
Nurse Historian Linda Ruholl shared the social history associated with
six trauma cases cared for at St. Anthony's between 1911 and 1941.
Փ

Lecture # 2 - December 9, 2021
Lynn Wolff shared the history of Wolff Family farm from
1917 to the present

Փ
Lecture # 3 - January 13, 2022
Cancelled due to the recent Covid upsurge-to be rescheduled
Փ

Lecture # 4 - February 10, 2022
7:00 PM Second level Effingham County Mueum
Topic: The Early History of the Lutheran Church in
Bethlehem, Effingham County
Speaker: Dean Manuel
Փ

Lecture # 5 - March10, 2022
To be announced
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2021 Visitors' Report
The usual Effingham Museum season in a non-pandemic year runs March-December.
In 2020, we opened briefly at the start of March, but had to close two weeks later.
We reopened again on June 30, but had to close again on November 9, 2020.
We remained closed until May 21, 2021.
Closures had a very negative impact on our visitor counts in CY 2020 and CY 2021.
OUR 2021 STATISTICS
531 documented* visitors as of Dec 11, 2021
Usual visitors count in non-pandemic year = 2,231 on average
2231 yearly visitors on average
-531 visitors to ECM in 2021
1770 less or 79% fewer visitors than normal
*A documented visitor is an individual who signs the register at the south door.
***************************************************************
For perspective, this decrease in on par with 2020 national statistics from American Association for State and
Local History's National Visitation Report, History Organizations in a Year of Disruptions.
See the table below for a comparison of our stats to the official nation-wide statistics.
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Discovery School Tour
A group of the school's
6th, 7th and 8th grade
students toured the
Effingham County
Museum on Wednesday,
October 20, 2021.
Phil Lewis lead them
around the exterior and
briefed them on the
architecture and its
connection to U.S. Grant.

ECM President Delaine Donaldson introduced
them to the interior, and told them about the
history of the museum itself, as well as
previewing what they would see during their
tour.
The students were divided into small groups
to visit the galleries.

Other docents included
Allen Westendorf (Central
Hall), Linda Ruholl (Gallery
4), and Russ Thomas
(Gallery 5)
The tour concluded on the
second level.
The Museum docents are
pleased to be able to host
student group tours once
again.
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2022 Membership Drive
*****************************************************************************************************

The Effingham County Museum currently has 268 paid up members
from 181 households.
The current year's membership drive started in late September. If you paid your
membership after July 1, 2021 it counts toward 2022.
We appreciate your help!

If you didn't receive a notice and want to renew, use the form below.
Mail to Allen Westendorf, Box 324, Effingham, IL 62401
Please print your email clearly, so that you can receive the
quarterly newsletter and announcements.
*********************************************************************
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Behind the Scenes at the MUSEUM: Preparing for New Exhibits
The Museum is officially closed during January and February. The volunteer staff uses this time to
prepare for and create new exhibits. This time will also used to complete 2021 accessions.

PHASE 1: Deconstructing current exhibits.
Step 1:
Removing current case contents.

Step 2:
Sorting and returning prior year's materials to
Collections Storage, and the Wardrobe Room, on
3rd floor.

Step 3:
Sending display mannequins to storage
and restoring loaned items to their owner.

Step 4:
Cleaning the display case to prepare it for
the new 2022 exhibit.
PHASE 2 Constructing new exhibits
1/
2/
3/
4/
5/

occurs after Phase 1 & consists of:
choosing new items to exhibit & researching them.
gathering the objects from Third floor storage.
writing up a usage and tagging record.
staging the new items in the case.
creating educational labels to correlate with the objects.
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"Courthouse Stories, PART 2"
Glen Bower with mentor Judge James B. Zagel,
circa 1980, when Zagel was Director of the Illinois
State Police, and Bower was a member of the
Illinois House of Representatives.

Glen Bower at work in his second floor office at the
Effingham County Courthouse, 1977.

This is the second in a series of shares from interviews conducted with people who spent a portion of their working
lives in the current Effingham County Museum building during the time when it served as the Effingham County
Courthouse. The subject is GLEN BOWER, and this article is a companion to the MUSEUM PAGE published in the
January 10, 2022 edition of the Effingham Daily News.
Glen Bower has had a permanent home in Effingham County since birth; however, due to college, law school, the
military and employment, he has sometimes kept a secondary residence elsewhere. He grew up in Beecher City, where
his parents were both school teachers. He was born at St. Joseph's Hospital in Highland, Illinois. Mr. Bower was a
Presidential Scholar at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, graduating in 1971. Next, he attended the Chicago-Kent
School of Law, attaining honors there as well. During his time in Chicago, Judge James B. Zagel was a mentor. Judge
Zagel was the Prosecutor in Effingham at the time of the Hyche and Taylor trial for the killing of Layton Davis. Judge
Zagel was considered one of brightest jurist in the country. President Reagan appointed James Zagel as a U. S. District
Judge in 1987.
When Glen Bower settled in Effingham after law school, he joined a private practice and engaged in a number of
initiatives to promote the common good, including service on the local Mental Health Board and the Drug Council. At the
state level, he served two years on the District Advisory Council for Small Business Administration. At the national level,
President Gerald Ford appointed him to the National Advisory Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.
Then in 1976, he ran for Effingham County State's Attorney and was elected. He continued in that role until early in 1978,
when he joined the Illinois House of Representatives.
That state government experience set the broader stage for a life of service to his fellow citizens through numerous
agencies, in a variety of capacities. Mr. Bower was the Assistant Director of the Illinois Department of Revenue from 1983
to 1990; for a portion of that time, he was also General Counsel. President George Bush appointed him as the Chair of
the United States Railroad Retirement Board, a post he filled through 1997; Judge James Zagel administered the Oath of
Office when Bower assumed that position. He worked for the Illinois Secretary of State from January 1998 to January
1999. That was followed with a role as Director of the Illinois Department of Revenue from 1999 to 2003. Next, Glen
Bower worked in Washington DC from 2004-2005 as an administrative assistant to the US Small Business Administration.
Later in 2005, he was appointed as a United States Immigration Court Judge, and his old mentor Judge Zagel assisted in
his installation. Judge Bower went on to fill that role in Chicago through the fall of 2009. In addition, Mr. Bower served as
Judge Advocate in the U. S. Air Force Reserves, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2009.
Starting early in his career, Glen Bower was active in the law's professional organizations. He was the secretary of the
Effingham Bar Association 1976-1977 and acted as its President from 1983-1984. He holds life memberships in the
Illinois Bar Foundation and the American Bar Foundation. Mr. Bower also served on other boards that foster the common
good; he chaired the Illinois Organ and Tissue Donor Advisory Board from 1993 to 1998. He was a trustee at McKendree
College from 1978 through 1981, and served on the Board of the SIU-C Foundation for nine years.
Love and respect for history is another common thread in Glen Bower's life story. In the 1980's, he was the chair of
the Effingham's Old Settler's Association. He served as Vice President of the Illinois Historical Society 1979-1981. He is a
long time member of the Abraham Lincoln Association, and also a charter member of the US Capitol History Society.
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