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Tentative Plan to Resume General Meetings
We are tentatively planning to resume our General Meetings in
September, 2021
at
6:00 PM in Gallery 3 First floor courtroom

Watch for confirmation closer to Sept 14,
and come hear about:
*Plans to paint the exterior wood next spring (Delaine Donaldson)
*New accessions over the past year (Jane Ries)
*Lighting in the basement and clock tower (Allen Westendorf)
*The Historic Lecture Series (LoElla Baker)
*New Collections Policy (Linda Ruholl)
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of the Effingham County Museum is to preserve our Historic Register
structure, to collect artifacts from county history, and to use them to educate our local and
external communities, while immersed in the broader context of American history. Our
Vision is that the 1872 Effingham County Courthouse remains as an architectural gem
that instills a sense of community pride and provides a venue to educate and showcase the
history, art, and transportation of Effingham County. The parent organization for the
Effingham County Museum is the Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum
Association, Inc, which is a 501(c) 3 organization.

Usual hours March-December: Tuesday & Saturday: 10 AM - 2 PM
Other hours by special arrangement
Closed to the general public January-February, except for special programming
or by appointment
Accessibility
The museum is wheelchair accessible from the east side entrance just off the parking lot. Toilet
facilities that are wheelchair accessible can be found in the Gallery 1 of the first level and in the
Northwest corner of Level 2.
Collection Building
The scope of the Museum's collection is directed by its Mission Statement. Donations are accepted
of objects that relate directly to the Museum's mission of collecting materials and artifacts of
cultural and/or historical interest.

Board and Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Members at Large

Delaine Donaldson
Jane Ries
LoElla Baker
Allen Westendorf
Jerry Katz
Amy Gillespie
Linda Ruholl
Phil Lewis
Dr. Ruben Boyajian, Emeritus
CONTACT INFORMATION

Street address:
Mailing address:
Phone:
Editor email:
Web site:
Visit us on Facebook @:
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110 East Jefferson Ave., Effingham, IL
Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum
P.O. Box 324
Effingham, IL 62401
217-240-2471 (leave message if no answer)
ecmgrantwriter14@gmail.com
www.effinghamcountymuseum.org
Effingham County Courthouse Effingham Ill
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Some slices of local history are still availableAnd waiting for You!
Claim your
Remnant of the Old National Road

$25.00
Each paver contains this plaque, establishing its provenance:
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Visit the Farmers' Market (8-12) on any Saturday
through the end of October
Check out our local vendors and
tour the Museum the same day (10-12)
"Heart of the Wood Custom Designs"

BILL HOELSCHER

Hand crafted bowls, cutting boards and
rolling pins

*************************************************************************************************************
"Dow Farms"

LISA CASH DOW
Flora

Fresh vegetables

*************************************************************************************************************
"Country House Crafts"

DENNIS and TRESS FUNNEMAN
Dieterich

Homemade pastry and hand-crafted home
goods
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"Ichabod Stitch Gallery and
Shop"
COREY TAYLOR
Effingham
Framed photographs of
people, animals and iconic
structures like the HEART
THEATRE

**********************************************************************************************************
"Jewelry by Cailey"

CAILEY DASENBROCK
Teutopolis

Hand-crafted rings, bracelets, necklaces and
earrings

**********************************************************************************************************

"Chrissy's Cakes and Custom Art"

Chris Detwiler

Effingham

Paintings and art prints and cakes
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Second Quarter 2021 MUSEUM PAGES

Effingham County Museum historians create a new Museum Page every other week.
These are the columns from the April-May-June issues of the Effingham Daily News.
DELAINE DONALDSON
May 17, 2021:
Illinois College of Photography and World War I
Delaine shared his continuing research on the Illinois College of Photography and
explored the breadth of its reach during the Great War.
PHIL LEWIS
April 19, 2021
History of Modern Woodmen of America Fraternity
Phil explained how the Modern Woodmen came to be formed in Lyon Indiana in 1883,
and then traced the insurance and other services provided by this fraternal group.
June 14, 2021:
History of Iceboxes in America and Effingham County
This article spoke to the changing means of food preparation and "Keeping things
cold" in the USA and in Effingham County from the mid-1800s, up into the
1940s.
JANE RIES
May 3, 2021:
The Coleman Family and the Black Cat Billiard Parlor
Jane brought back memories as she reminded some of our residents - especially
males - of some of the activities they enjoyed at this downtown Effingham pool hall.
June 28, 2021:
Greyhound Post House and G. C. Murphy - Jobs from our Teenage Years
In this article, Jane described the kinds of work, and the Effingham workplaces, she
and her husband, Mark Ries, experienced during their high school years.

LINDA RUHOLL
April 5, 2021:
Solving a Mystery - The Death Certificate as a Family History Source
Linda described how to obtain a genealogy type death certificate through the
Illinois State Genealogical Society, and demonstrated how one family used this
service to discover how and why an aunt passed away in Chicago in the 1930s.
May 31, 2021:
John Aloysius Jansen: Supervising Nurse Anesthetist at SAMH
This article traced the long career of a farm boy who became a nurse first, but soon
trained to become one of the first Effingham County laypersons to excel in an
expanded nursing role.
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Looking for a souvenir of your visit to the Museum?
We just restocked in Gallery 3, and
have a number of items to commemorate your visit.
PRICE of EACH = $10.00
Books by local historian and ECM President Delaine Donaldson

Book 1

Book 2

Christmas Ornaments (individually gift boxed)

Ornament 1:the Museum

Ornament 2:the Depot

Ornament 3:Sports logos

Ornament 4: Bliss Park

Other volumes by local people

Monograph
about the first
female Illinois
Law School
graduate

Brumleve
family
history

HISTORY MATTERS!

Volume 8 Issue 3

3rd quarter (July-Sept) 2021

Page 7

The Donor Questionnaire

The Board of the Effingham County Museum approved a new Collections Management
Policy in May of this year. A portion of the Accessions Policy (4.4) states as follows:
4.43

Museum volunteers will collect information from each donor to establish
the provenance of each object. This handwritten document will be
stored with the deed-of-gift in a loose-leaf Accessions binder in a fireresistant vertical file.
So, what does that mean?

1.

Our mission is to preserve our 1872 structure, and to collect objects reflecting county
history, and then to use the building and the objects (artifacts) to educate about
county history.

2.

As county historians, the more we know about an object (artifact), the better the
quality of the information we can share about the past events associated with that
object. This information is known as the PROVENANCE.

3.

The most efficient way to collect this information is by using a form with the title
DONOR QUESTIONAIRE.

4.

The donor questionnaire allows you, the donor, to answer these questions about the
object(artifact):
(a)
How did you come by it? How long did you have it?
(b)
If someone else owned if before you, who was that, and how are you connected
to them?
(c)
Who made it? What is it made of?
(d)
How was it used?
(e)
How was it stored?
(f)
Did it change over time? Was any damage repaired?
(g)
Do you have any paperwork associated with it that you would share (such as a
bill of sale, a cover sheet, an instruction manual)?
(h)
For photographs, were you the photographer? If you were, will you transfer
the copyright of it to the museum?
(i)
If a photograph was taken by someone else, do you own the copyright to it,
and if you do, will you transfer the copyright to the museum?
(j)
If it is a digital image, was it born digital (which means you created the jpg), or
is it a digital surrogate (which means you scanned it from the original image)?
(k)
Anything else you would like to share about your donation?
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Annual Report
The 2020-2021 Annual Report is now available.
Pick up your copy at the entrance of the Museum.

*****************************************************************************************************

Membership Drive
The Effingham County Museum had 268 paid up members as of June 30.
The 2021-22 membership drive will start in September. If you paid your
membership after July 1, it counts toward 2021-22.
We appreciate your help!
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Looking for "Courthouse Stories"

Just as there are many views of the county museum, there are many stories about the
courthouse before it was a museum. If you were part of the history of the building when it was a
courthouse, I would like to record your story. Please contact me to set up an appointment. My email
is lruholl46@gmail.com.
Here are the kinds of questions I will ask as part of your interview:
1.

When did you work there (years)?

2.

What was your position?

3.

What kinds of things did you do as part of that position?

4.

Did you have an office or other specific spot to do your work?

5.

Who was your boss and Who did you work with?

6.

Are there specific things that happened that you remember clearly?

7.

Do you have an photos of the building from that era you would be willing to share?
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